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2. Recurrence of forward stress in words with final syllable [n] and [i], for example,
bulle'tin, car'ton, jave'lin (RP: 'bulletin, 'carton, 'javelin)

a. —shift of stress in words with [i] in the final syllable, for example Bap'tist,
bis'cuit, ta'xi (RP: 'Baptist, 'biscuit, 'taxi)

b. —~women’s forenames with a final syllable [i ] or a final [n] have their stress on
the final syllable, for example Su'san, Vi'vian, A'lice (RP: 'Susan, 'Vivian,
'Alice)

3. The recurrence of final stress in verbs with final obstruents, for example: to boy'cott,
to eli'cit, to in'terpret, to hi'jack, to soli'cit, (RP: to 'boycott, to e'licit, to in'terpret,
to 'hijack)

4, The recurrence of forward tress in compounds with final obstruents, for example:

fire'wood, proof'read, ward'robe, work'shop, bed'room, (RP: 'firewood
'proofread, 'wardrobe, 'workshop, 'bedroom)

Jowitt (1991: 88) asserts that “at word-level, the difference between the suprasegmental
phonology of PNE (Popular Nigerian English) and that of SBE is most salient in the area of
primary stress placement.” PNE exhibits a tone-influenced stress placement on English word.
Jowitt gives the following examples of the stress patterns in PNE:

I; Dissyllabic words or compounds: a'cute, broad cast, cha’llenge, fire wood,
plantain, tea spoon

2. Single words of more than two syllables
a. Verbs (including regularly inflected parts), and nouns and adjectives derived

from them by a suffixed -or, -er, -ive:
1. Verbs ending in —ate: congratu’late, investi'gate,
1. Verbs ending in —ize or —ise: adver tise, civi'lise
iil. Verbs ending in —y: modi fy, occu’pies
v. Verbs ending in —ish: distin'guish, estab'lished
Nouns ending in —ism: capi talism, natio nalism, ne potism
4. Hyphenated and open compounds of more than two syllables: sitting-'room, eye
'hospital, grammar 'school (RP: 'sitting-room, 'eye hospital, 'grammar school).

(8]

Akindele (2008) focused on stress in Edo English (EE). EE is a sub-variety of NE. She
assessed one hundred Edo speakers of English on disyllabic, trisyllabic, polysyllabic and
compound words. The research confirmed that word stress pattern in EE differs from SBE
word stress pattern because out of 3500 test items, the participants were able to appropriately
stress 709 (19.2%).

Sunday (2008) worked on compound stress in NE, focusing on Educated Yoruba
English (EYE). The participants of his study were 50 postgraduate students and a Briton, who
served as the control participant. A prepared material was given to the participants to read;
this was complemented with casual conversations among Yoruba speakers of NE. Metrical
Phonology served as the theoretical framework. The study revealed that, for two-base
compound nouns, adverbs and adjectives in EYE, the common pattern was for primary stress
to fall on the first element, which is quite similar to the native speaker’s pattern. Compound
verbs behaved quite differently from compound nouns, in that, while in the latter, the
Compound Prominence Rule (CPR) guided stress placement; either the CPR or the Phrasal
Prominence Rule (PPR) guided stress placement in the former. He concluded that EYE has a
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